Global History
Unit 3: Cold War

Name:_________________________________________
Hour:_____

Student Handout: Background on the United Nations Reading Questions
Answer the following questions using complete sentences. In some cases, more than one sentence may be
required to fully answer the question.
Basic Facts and the Creation of the U.N.
1. What is the mission of the U.N.?

2. To accomplish its mission, what do member countries agree to do?

3. Describe the two flaws the League of Nations had.
a.

b.

4. How did these flaws lead to the failure of the League?

5. Explain how the events of World War II led to the idea of creating a world organization dedicated to peace
and international cooperation.

6. How were the structural failures of the League of Nations avoided when the UN was created?
a.

b.

7. Which countries have the veto power?

a. What power does the veto give these countries?

i. Why is this important?
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The Structure and Operation of the U.N.
8. Identify and briefly describe the function of the six bodies of the United Nations.
a. Secretariat:

b. General Assembly:

c. Security Council:

d. Economic and Social Council:

e. Trusteeship Council:

f.

International Court of Justice:

9. Why can it be said that the Security Council does not operate as a democracy?

10. Explain how each of the six bodies helps the U.N. achieve its mission.

Accomplishments of the U.N.
11. Identify the four areas of accomplishment described in this reading.
a.

b.

12. Explain why the UN has taken military action in reference to past events.

13. What efforts has the UN made in protecting human rights?

14. Describe the areas where the UN has made improvements in the health of people in the world.

15. What principle does the UN operate under?
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16. How does the UN work to accomplish this?

17. Describe how the U.N.’s Development Program has provided both economic/agricultural assistance and
promoted workers’ rights in countries it has worked in. Explain why this agency been successful in gaining
the trust of developing countries.

After Reading Questions
Answer the following questions based on what you have learned and read about the UN. Your responses
should be thoughtful and thorough. Each response should be no less than 3 complete sentences.
1. Comment on this statement in reference to the UN: “The whole is only as strong as the sum of its parts.”
Is this statement true? Why or why not?

2. Explain whether you feel the UN’s power should be increased to have enforcement authority over any
nation or should it be decreased to only provide humanitarian aid when asked.

3. What is the benefit of 5 nations having a veto power? Should it stay at 5? Or should it be increased to
include other nations? Explain.

3

