


Historical Significance of the 
Industrial Revolution 

 The Industrial Revolution changed human 
life drastically 

 

 More was created in the last 250+ years than 
in the previous 2500+ years of known 
human history 



The Agricultural Revolution 
Agricultural methods 

improved in the 18th century, 
which in turn spurred 
industrial growth. 

New methods and 
technologies produced more 
food which increased the 
population. 
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What was the Industrial 
Revolution?  

 IR - was a change in the way goods were 
produced, from human labor to 
machines 

 

 The more efficient means of production 
and subsequent higher levels of 
production triggered far-reaching 
changes to industrialized societies 



The Industrial Revolution  

Machines were invented which 
replaced human labor 

New energy sources were developed to 
power the new machinery – water, 
steam, electricity, oil (gas, kerosene) 

 Increased use of metals and minerals 

Aluminum, coal, copper, iron, etc. 



The Industrial Revolution 

 Transportation improved 

 Ships 

 Trains 

 Automobiles 

 Communication improved 

 Telegraph 

 Telephone 

 Radio 



Developments 

Mass production of goods 

Development of factory system of 
production 

Rural-to-urban migration 

People left farms to work in 
cities 

Development of capitalism 
 



England: Birthplace of the 
Industrial Revolution  

 No concrete start date for the Industrial 
Revolution 

 

 Marked by gradual, slow changes 

 

 After 1750 – these changes were 
noticeable first in England 

 



England’s Resources: Colonies and 
Markets 

 

 England had more colonies than any other 
nation 

 

 Its colonies gave England access to 
enormous markets and vast amounts of raw 
materials  (natural resources) 

 



England also had… 

Money from trade (i.e. slave 
trade) 

Stable Government 

Strong Navy to protect 
shipments 

 





Problems of the Factory System 

 Factories were crowded, dark, and dirty 
 Workers toiled from dawn to dusk 
 Young children worked with dangerous 

machinery 
 Employment of women and children put 

men out of work 
 Women and children were paid less for the same 

work 

 Technological unemployment – workers 
lost their jobs as their labor was replaced by 
machines 



Rise of Labor Unions 

 Before labor unions, workers bargained 
individually – “individual bargaining” 
 Before factories, a worker could bargain for better 

wages and working conditions by arguing his or her 
particular skills 

 But in factories, work is routine and one worker can 
easily replace another 

 With labor unions, workers bargained together 
as a group, or collective – “collective bargaining” 
 Organized groups of workers elected leaders to bargain 

on their behalf 
 Used tools (such as strikes) to gain rights 

 



Legal Protections for Workers 

 Limited hours for women 

 Later – equal pay for equal work 

 Eventual end to child labor 

 Schools and requirements for school 
attendance grew as children were removed 
from the workforce 

 Health and safety codes 

 Minimum wage 

 Legalization of unions 



Karl Marx 

Louis Blanc 



Socialism 

 Socialists – viewed the capitalist system as 
inherently wrong 
 Belief that capitalism is designed to create poverty and 

poor working conditions because of its end goal of 
earning maximum profits for investors 

 

 Socialism – government owns the means of 
production 
 Belief that if the government (“the people”) owns the 

means of production, these factories and industries 
will function in the public (as opposed to private) 
interest 



Early Socialist Movement 

 First socialists were Utopians 

 Strove to create a fair and just system 

 Community divided tasks and rewards 
equitably 



Marxism – Communism 

• Economic changes lead to historical changes. 
• Historically, the wealthy classes have held all power. 

Economic 
Interpretation of 

History 

• History has been a struggle between the rich and the poor. 
• In the Industrial Revolution, the struggle is between the capitalists 

(owners of the means of production) and the proletariat (workers). 
Class Struggle 

• Workers produce all wealth but receive only enough to survive. 
• “Surplus value” (profit) of the workers’ labor goes to the capitalists. Surplus Value 

• Industrial wealth leads to the concentration of wealth among fewer 
and fewer capitalists, while the living and working conditions of the 
proletariat grow worse. 

• The proletariat will eventually rebel and create a socialist state. 

Inevitability of 
Socialism 



Questions  
The Modern Revolution & its Consequences 

1. Describe the main idea of this reading.   

 

2. Compare and contrast the “industrial 
transformation” and the “democratic 
revolution” 

 

 


